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Copy of a Letter T Walid HASTINGS, 
Eſq. to Sir ExRE Cont K; B. at Madras. | 


 ForT 8 

2oth January 1779. 
Dran Si. „ 8 
I T will be difficult to give you the biftory of 
our late political tranſactions, though compriſ: 
ing a ſingle ſubject, without taking it up from 
a very early period, and entering into a long 
detail. I will, however, endeavour to relate it 
in as brief a manner as poſſible, and confine it 
to ſuch particulars as are eſſentially neceſſary 


to give you a proper underſtanding of our 
preſent ſtate, 


— 


The treaty concluded by Colonel Upton, on 
the part of this Government with the Mahratta 
State, was executed on the iſt March, 1776; 
on their part it was authentieated by the ſeal 
of the Piſhwa, an infant of about three years 
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old, and the ſignatures of his two Miniſters, 
Succuram Baboo and Nanna Furneeſs. By one 
article of it, a proviſion was made for the 
ſubſiſtence of Raganaut Row, their late com- 
petitor, on condition of his refiding in the heart 
of the Mahratta dominions with a guard, ap- 
pointed by the Minifters themſelves, for his 
ſtate and ſecurity. This clauſe, of courſe, de- 
feated the intention of the treaty, as it left 
Raganaut Row at the mercy of his enemies, 
without any pledge or engagement for his 
fafety. The conſequence was fuch as might 
have Begun expected from it. 

| date Row fled to Bombay, and has ever 
fince continued under the protection of that 
Preſidency. The Miniſters exclaimed againſt 
this proceeding as a breach of the treaty — of 
the ſpirit it certainly was, but not of the letter. 
'They, on their part, were not more obſervant 
of the former. 


About nn of May +777, the Che- 
valier de St. Lubin “ made his appearance 


* This St. Lubin is a moſt perfect adventurer, and I be- 
„ lieve has cheated even the Miniſtry of France in this buſi- 
* neſs.” Vide Mr. V. G. Farmer's letter to the Prefident of | 
Bombay, dated 1 ih Now. 1777, from Poonah. 


| at 


E 

at Poonah, in the public character of a Miniſter 
from the Court of France: — He was received 
with great honour, and we were ſoon after in- 
formed of written engagements mutually inter- 
changed between him and Nanna Furneeſs; 
by which he promiſed, to bring a regiment of 
Europeans with military ſtores to Poonah, for 
the ſervice of the Mahratta State; this intelli- 
gence has been ſince confirmed by authorities 
of unqueſtionable credit, and by a ſeries of 
facts of public notoriety *. | 


It had been always my opmion, that this was 
the only way by which the French could en- 
tertain a rational hope of regaining their con- 
ſequence in India, or of affecting ours; and I 
expected, that the Prefidency of Bombay, which 
was more immediately intereſted in the effects 
of fuch a connection, would take ſome early 
and effectual means to render it abortive. This 
appeared by no means difficult ; the Mahratta 
army, under Hurry Punt Furkia, was at that 


* Theſe notorious facts have never happened. St. Lubin 
was a low adventurer in India ; perhaps a ſpy of the French 
Government. The Mahrattas ſoon diſmiſſed him from Poonah 
entered into no engagements with him whatever. For the 
purpole of going to war, all pretences were thought plauſible. 
Fide Appendix to 6th Report, Commutice ef arch, No. 22, 
gud No. 1 55. 
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time engaged in an unequal war with Hyder 
Ally; and the Miniſters, divided among them- 
ſelves, poſſeſſed little authority, and were in a 
manner dependant for that little on their vaſſals. 
The Prefidency of Bombay had long ſhewn an 
impatience to revive the cauſe of Raganaut Row; 
and the ſlighteſt mqvement made by them in 
bis favour, would haye proved ſufficient to 

oyerthraw the feeble pawer which they had ta 
contend with, and to eſtabliſh their own influ- 
ence in the Mahratta State on its ruin“. 


I was not deceived in my expectation. On the 
29th of January 1778, we received a letter 
from the Preſidency and Council of Bombay, 
dated the 12th December 1777, informing us, 
that a propoſal had been ſecretly made to them, 
by a party which had been formed againſt Nanna 
Furneeſs, conſiſting of Succurum Baboo, Ma- 
raba Furneeſs, the nephew of Nanna Furneeſs, 
Butchaba Poorunder, and Fuckeeſee Holkar, 
to aſſiſt them in the deſign of replacing Raga: 
naut in the chief adminiſtration of the Mah- 
ratta State; and that they had agreed to Join in 


1 * In December 1778, the Preſidency of Bombay made the | 
attempt with nearly the whole of their military force, On 


the 16th of January 1779, their whole army ſurrendered at 
aiſcretion to the Mahrattas. N 


it, 


f 83 


it, requiring only, as a preliminary condition, a 


written application to the ſame effect under the 
hands and ſeals of the confederates*. They 
excuſed themſelves for having ſo far engaged 
in the defign without our previous authority, 
by the obvious neceſſity of an immediate deci- 


fion, and requeſted our acquieſcence and aſſiſ- 
tance in it. 


On receipt of their letter, it was inſtantly pro- 
poſed + and reſolved to ratify what they had 
done ; to authoriſe them to proceed; and to 
ſend them an extraordinary ſupply of ten lacks 
of rupees, for the expence of the undertaking, 
with a promiſe of a military force to __ 
them in the execution of it. 


On the 21ſt of January 1778, orders were 
iſſued for forming a detachment, conſiſting of 
ſix battalions of ſepoys; one company of na- 
tive artillery, with the regular proportion of 


„ The Preſidency of Bombay, in a ſubſequent letter, dated 
20th January, 1778, informed Mr. Haſtings, that the over- 
tures made by the miniſterial Chiefs had produced no effect; 


and that they (the Preſidency of Bombay) had immediately © 


reſolved that nothing could be done, unleſs Succurum Baboo 
Joined in the application, wich he neuer did | 


+ By Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell, againſt the proteſt 
of Mr. F rancis and Mr. Wheler. 
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„ 
field artillery; to which were afterwards added, 


a regiment of cavalry and a body of 500 Can- 
dahar horſe belonging to the ſervice of the 


Nabob of Oude, and ſupplied by him on the 


occafion. The command was given to Colonel 
Leſlie, who had inſtructions to march directly 
to Bombay, by ſuch routs as he ſhould judge 
moſt practicable; and that of Berar was preſer- 
ably recommended, on account of the good un- 
derſtanding which had long ſubſiſted between 
that Government and ours. For the ſequel of 
his operations, he was directed to obey the 
orders of the Preſident and Council of Bom- 
bay. 


The novelty of the ſervice, and the habits 
of long inaction, joined to other cauſes, made 
it very late before the detachment could be 
completely formed and equipped. | 


About the latter end of May, it croſſed the 
Jumna with ſome oppofition, and that very 
fight and ineffectual, from Ballajee, the Chief 
of the Mahratta territories, dependant on 
Cal pee. | 


In the mean time, the defign which had fur- 
niſhed the occaſion of this expedition was ſuf- 
fered to ſleep at Bombay, the perſevering ar- 

| dur 


To . 
dour of that Preſidency for the cauſe of Raga- 
naut Row ceaſing with the removal of the bar 
which had been put on the proſecution of it. 
It produced, however, the principal effect in- 
tended by the promoters of it. Theſe, ſud- 
denly aſſembling their forces, all together 
amounting, by eſtimation, to no more than 
thirty thouſand men, took poſſeſſion of the 
city of Poonah, deprived Nanna Furneeſs of 
his authority, and inveſted Moraba Furneeſs 
with it in his ſtead. — This eaſy revolution, ef- 
fected without bloodſhed or conteſt, proved the 
extreme weakneſs of the Mahratta Government 
at this criſis *; and the greater facility with 
which the plan offered to the Preſidency of 
Bombay might have been executed in its full 
extent, had they choſen to have engaged in it. 
In this cataſtrophe they had no part ; nor have 
they fince availed themſelves of the continued 
ſtate of diſtraction which has prevailed, and 
ſtill prevails, at Poonah, though in a leſs — 
rent degree, at preſent. | 
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I feel th n and injuſtice of this 
conduct; but I ſhall make no other comment 
upon it. | 


- 


The 


That one party in a State ſhould diſpoſſeſs another, is no 
proof of weakneſs i in that State. The moment they were. in- 
3 vaded 
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The firſt uſe which they made of the autho- 
rity given them over Colonel Leſlie, was to 
order him to ſuſpend his march, aſſigning no 
better reaſons for this procedute than the ex- 
pence and hazard of the expedition, which 
were our concern, not theirs; and the oppo- 
fition given to the original meaſure by two of 


their members againſt a majority of all the reſt 
of the Council. 


This order was followed, in a few days after, 
by another, and by others ſucceffively fince 
that, to proſecute the march, but without any 
object deſcribed, or plan of operations propoſed 
or thought of. | 


Thus abandoned by the Prefidency of Bom- 
bay, we had recourſe to other means, which 
were more within the compaſs of our own di- 
rection, and for which a proviſion had, in ſome 
degree, been made a conſiderable time before, 
on the preſumption of the utility of which it 
might eventually prove in the caſe of a rupture 
with the Mahrattas. 


As ſoon as it was reſolved to ſend FAY detach- 
ment to the other fide of India, I applied to 


vaded by their cammon enemy, the n. MI united and 
beat us. 


ode 


E 


Moodajee Booſla, the Rajah of Berar, to grant 
the permiſſion for its free march through his 
territories, with ſuch affiſtance as it might re- 


quire in the way. I had good reaſon to expect 
bis ready compliance. I was not diſappointed. 


He returned an immediate anſwer to my letters, 


in terms ſuch as I could wiſh, and at the ſame 
time ſent a perſon of truſt to the banks of the 
Nerbudda, which bounds his dominions on the 
north, with a ſtore of grain for the ſubſiſtence 
of the detachment, and orders to attend it 
through his country, of which he at the ſame 


time adviſed Colonel Leſlie, inviting him to 


take that route, and aſſuring him of the moſt 
friendly reception. | 


I am obliged to omit many particulars for 


fear of ſwelling this narrative to too great a. 


ſize, and to confine myſelf ro ſuch facts and cir- 
cumſtances as are eſſentially neceſſary to the 
connection: the reſt I hope ſoon to have an 
opportunity of communicating to you at large 
in perſon. | 


The ſovereignty of the Mahratta State is, 
by its conſtitution, veſted in a Rajah ; but for 
many years paſt, that is, fince the acceſſion of 
the late Rajah, the powers of it have been 

uſurped by the Miniſter of the Rajah, *who is 
- CG ſtiled 
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{tiled the Piſhwa, 5 Rajah poſſeſſing only the 
name. The laſt Rajah was called Rajah Ram 
Raja : he died about the latter end of Decem- 
| ber, 1777. He had no children; nor have I 
beard certainly that any ſucceſſor has been 
named. Moodajee Boofla has the Cond pre- 
tenſions, being in the direct lineal deſcent from 
the ancient ſtock, and the adopted ſon of Sahoo 
Raja, the predeceſſor of Ram Raja, though 
deprived of his right by the artifices of Bal- 
lajee, who was the Piſhwa when Sahoo Raja 
died; and, by an accommodation with Ra- 
goojee Booſla, the father of Moodajee, which 
Was confined to a bare ſufferance of Ram Raja's 
elevation, without any acknowledgement of it, 

he and his ſons, as Moodajee does to this day, 
tiling themſelves, in all public acts, the, ſub- 
jects of 8285 Sahoo. 


I had an early knowledge of Moodajee's pre- 
tenſions, and judged him therefore a fit inſtru- 
ment to ſupply the place, of Raganaut Row, 
in the plan offered to us by the Prefidency of 
Bombay. He had wealth, power, a territory 
extending from the borders of Bengal almoſt 
to Poonah ; Raganaut Row neither wealth, 
power, nor territory, nor an, influence remain · 
ing which could ſupply the want of, theſe re- 
quiſites, except, what might; eventually ariſe. 

from 


E 
from an active part taken by the Preſidency of 
Bombay in his favour ; and they had plainly 


ſhewn that they would take none. The only 


point wanting was to fix Moodajee a patty in 
the deſign, I expected him to make advances, 
having ſent back his vakeel to him for that 
- purpoſe, a man of underſtanding, and well 
inſtructed; but it ſoon became neceſſary to take 
a more determined and active part. 


On the 7th of July 1778, i were re- 
ceived from Cairo, and ſeemed to be of certain 
credit, that war had been declared between Great 
Britain and France. It was almoſt immediately 
propoſed and reſolved * to enter into a negoti- 
ation with Moodajee Booſla, on the grounds 
which I have mentioned above. Mr. Elliot 
was deputed on this ſervice, and ſet out on the 
19th of July. Mr. Rumbold has a copy of his 
inſtructions, and I have defired him to give you 
the peruſal of them. The whole ſervice could 
not have furniſhed an agent equally qualified 
for ſuch a commiſſion, and my hopes of its ſuc- 
ceſs were proportionably raiſed ; but theſe were 


* By Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Batwell. | 
Qzere, Was this a proper time to engage i in a war with the 
Mahratta empire! > 
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ſuddenly blaſted, and the whole project annibi- 
lated by the death of that excellent young man. 


1 8muſt now return to Colonel Leſlie. The 
diſtance from Calpee to the river Narbudda is 
about 140 coſs. The only natural difficulties 
which he had to encounter, were ſuch as might 
ariſe from the heats, which are exceſſive in the 
dry ſeaſon. All other impediments had been 
removed by early applications to the petty 
Chiefs, whoſe territories lie in the road, and 
the moſt pacific aſſurances given by them in 
return. This precaution was indeed more ne- 
ceſſary to the credit of the expedition than to 
its ſucceſs, ſince the whole force which the 
country could furniſh, if combined, was not 
likely to retard it; nor was it the intereſt of 
any to attempt it, unleſs forced to it by ex- 
treme provocation. 


Unfortunately Colonel Leſlie ſuffered himſelf 
to be drawn into a party, in the domeſtic diſ- 

ſentions of the Rajah of Bundelcund, and lin- 
gered with the detachment under various pre- 
tences in that country, till at length the Board 
found themſelves under the neceſſity of recal- 
ling him from the command. The order paſſed 
on the 7th of October 1778; and an the 19th 
news arrived of his death, which happened on 
1 the 


tt my 
the 3d of the ſame month, at Rajah Gur, at the 
diſtance in ſpace of about fixty coſs from Cal- 
pee, and in time of exactly four months from 


the day on which he began his march from that 
place. 


By ſuch events have all our views been diſ- 
appointed in the very points on which we had 


placed our principal dependance ; — events, 
which no human prudence could have foreſeen 
or prevented ; but for which I muſt ſtill expect 


to receive the cenſures which the world al- 
ways paſſes on unſucceſsful meaſures. 


We had no right to ſuſpe& that the Preſi- 
dency of Bombay would abandon us * in a 
project which they themſelves had formed, and 
taken ſuch uncommon pains to engage our par- 
ticipation in it. We had no intereſt in it, either 
perſonal or public +, except in its remote con- 
ſequences. It was formed without our ſanc- 
tion, and its execution intended to precede our 
knowledge of it 1. Unacquainted with the 


* They told Mr, Haſtings, in their letter of the 20th of 
January 1778, that nothing could be done. 


+ Then why engage in a "RET in which there was no 


intereſt? 
+ Mr. Haſtings gave his | Cantion to the project, and pro- 
miſed to ſupport | it, as ſoon as he heard of it. 
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characters of Mr. Hornbey and the members 


who con:poſed the Council, except General 
Carnac, who, I think, would have acted a very 


different part had he had the lead, we could 
only judge what they were likely to do by what 


they had done; and concluding, that as they 
had hitherto manifeſted an impatience for the 
ſupport of the cauſe of Ragoba, which the o- 
ligation of the treaty and the authority of this 
Government had been ſcarcely able to reſtrain, 
they would be at leaſt as zealous in the proſe- 
cution of it when thoſe reſtraints were re- 
moved : it could be no impeachinent of our 
foreſight that we were deceived.in ſo reaſonable 
an expectation, HD. 


My hopes in Colonel Leſlie were as well 
grounded. He had the reputation of being an 
active and experienced officer. I had endea- 
voured to attach him to me by the ſtrongeſt per- 
ſonal ties. His inſtructions preſcribed the line 
of his conduct in terms which he could not 
miſunderſtand: they expreſſſy warned him 
againſt the very temptations by which he ſuf- 
fered himſelf to he ſeduced ; and the real ob- 
jects * of his command were ſuch as would 
have gratisfied the moſt elevated ambition ! 


* gere. What were theſe real objects? 
| - Tal 


z 
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I T am. indebted to Colonel Goddard for having 
redeemed my character from the conſequences. 
of Colonel Leſlie's delays, by ſhewing that the 
impediments of his march were either ideal, or 


ſuch as he himſelf had' created, and that they 


would vaniſh of themſelves on a different con- 


duct preſented to them *. Mr. Elliot's death 
was a ſtroke of Providence, for which I could 
have made no proviſion, and left me no other 


reſource but in the deſire, which I had endea- 


voured to excite in the Rajah of Berar, to take 
a leading part in the negotiation. 


Theſe diſappointments, though mortifying 


and hurtful as I know they muſt be to my pri- 


vate credit, have not hitherto produced any 


other ill effects of a public nature, than in the 
fruitleſs expence which has attended Colonel 


Leſlie's delays; poſſibly they may prove, in the 


event, the means (Elliot's death excepted, 
which 1s an irretrievable loſs) of yielding more 
ſolid and laſting adyantages to the Company, 


* The impediments to Colonel Leſlie's march were, firſt, 
the violent heats of June, and then the violent rains of July, 
Auguſt, and September. When both were over, Colonel 
Goddard marched ; and he arrived at Surat, becauſe he met 
with little oppoſition in the firſt part of his march, and none 
at all in the latter, | 
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BE 1 
and to the Britiſh nation, than any which we 
could have derived from an uninterrupted pro- 
ſecution of the firſt gy: 


Knowing that Moodajee Booſla muſt have re- 
ceived much earlier intelligence of the death of 
Mr. Elliot than myſelf, I thought it adviſable to 
defer taking any ſtep towards renewing the ne- 
gotiation, until I could learn from him what 
effect that event had produced on his mind. He 
was no ſooner informed of it, than he wrote to- 
me in the moſt- preſſing terms, to transfer the 
powers with which Mr. Elliot had been in- 
veſted to his Secretary, thar no time might be 
toft, and to depute another perſon from hence. 
On the receipt of Moodajee's letter, the Board * 
reſolved to tranſmit Mr. Elliot's inſtructions to 
Colonel Goddard, with full powers to carry 
them into execution, and to conclude the treaty, 


offenſive and defenſive with the Government of 
Berar. | 


During the ſtate of uncertainty, in which 
Moodajee remained until he could be adviſed 
of the commiſſion ſent to Colonel Goddard, h 
leiſure was afforded to. the vackeels of the 


* Mr. Haninge and Mr, Barwell. 


* 


Piſhwa 


Co 1 
Viſhwa and of Nizam Ally Cawn, to work upori 
his mind, and alarm him with menaces from 


their maſters. At this critical period of ſuſ- 
pence, and while the detachment was till at 


a diſtance, he fell dangerouſly ill, and it is 
not ſurpriſing that, in ſuch a ſituation, he ſhould 
be indecifive and irreſolute. It is to theſe cir- 
cumſtances I attribute a letter, which he wrote 
to Colonel Goddard in a ſtate of deſpondency, 
and apparently declining to enter into any ne- 
gotiation with us, or to co- operate with our 


detachment ;—but having in ſome degree re- 


covered his health, and been informed by Co- 
lonel Goddard of his having received powers 
to continue the negotiations, and of his inten- 
tion to ſend a gentleman properly qualified to 
open the ſubject of his inſtructions, and learn 
the Rajah's ſentiments upon them ; Moodajee 
in his anſwers, a copy of which I tranſmit for 
your information, has again ſhewn a diſpoſi- 
tion to unite with us. From the impatience, 
which he expreſſes, for the arrival of the gen- 
tleman deputed by Colonel Goddard, 1 draw 
the moſt favourable . 


You wilt pleaſe = cecutian; Sie, that this 
expedition was undertaken at the repeated in- 
ſtances of the Preſidency of Bombay for the 
P of defeating the . deſigns, 
| DD 
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CM] 
which the French were meditating by their 
agent St. Lubin at Poonah, But we had no 
ſooner engaged in it, and ſhewn our determi - 
nation to ſupport the plan, which they reeom - 
mended, than they totally deſerted us, and 
even ſuggeſted obſtacles to the execution of 
a plan, which they themſclyes had framed. 


Finding that no reliance was to be placed 
on affiſtance from Bombay, I was compelled 
to adopt means more within my on control, 
and which might effect the defired purpoſes 
without depending on that government. 


Incredible as it may appear to you, Colonel 
Goddard, in a public letter of the 5th Decem- 
ber 1778, informs us, that he has nor received 
any letter from Bombay of a later date than 
the 21ſt July ; although he had conſtantly ad- 
viſed them of his progreſs; nor has this Go- 
vernment receiyed any adyices from thence of 
a later date than .the 11th of September, al- 
though, by private intelligence which I can 
rely upon, I am informed that ſome vigorous 
- meaſures for the re-eſtabliſhment of Raganaut 
Row. were in agitation. Theſe will not affe& 
Colonel Gaddard's operations, if he ſhall have 
concluded a treaty with Moodajee Booſla, 
which will of courſe yo * of any 
| plan 


rs & Bag 


„ K 
plan formed by the Preſidency of Bombay *, * 
if . cannot be made to commenter | 


1 fordear at this time to ſpeak of the meat 
fares, which it may become neceflary to pur- 


ſue in the event of a failure of Colonel God- 


dard's negotiation, becauſe I think it very im- 
probable, that Moodajee ſhould be fs blind to 
his own intereſt, and even to his preſent ſafety; 
as to fuffer ſuch advantages to eſcape him, as 

are preſented to him in the propoſed alliance; 


and to expoſe himſelf to the, reſentment of 


the Miniſters of Poonah, and of Nizam Ally 


Cawn, which he muſt expect as the infallible | 
confequences of his ſeparation from us, after 


the notorious proofs, which he has offered, of 
his inclination to engage with us in an oppo- 
ſition to them . His determination muſt have 


* Suppoſing the India Company's faith 16 have been 
pledged, as it was, to Raganaut Row, by Bombay, it does 
not appear why ſuch engagement ſhould f courſe be ſuper- 


ſeded by the ſubſequent pledge of the fame faith to. Moodajee 


Booſla. To one of theſe perſons there muſt be 4 breach of 


faith, if not to both. Cd aa BOAT oF 


+ In ſpite of all theſe 0 Ste Moodajer 


Booſla jained in the confederacy againſt us, and marthed an 


army to the frontiers of Bengal, in June 1580, Which Mr. 
Haſtings was obliged. to buy off with z00,000l. of the Cams 
pany's money. Such was the event of his boaſted. union 
with Pn Booſla ! | 
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been taken long before this ; and I am in daily 
expectation of receiving the notification of it; 
as Mr. Watherſton, the gentleman who is deput- 
ed by Colonel Goddard to his court, was within 
two days journey of Naugpoor on the 17th . 
of December, 


I, for my own part, have not the leaſt doubt 
of the detachment reaching Bombay with eaſe, 
even without this ſupport, under the fame ac- 
tive and able conduct which Colonel Goddard 
has diſplayed fince he has received the com- 
mand of it ; nor of his being joined with ma- 
ny partizans of Raganaut Row, who wait but 
for a ſafe occaſion to declare themſelves, ſhould 
it be neceſſary to recur to the original object 


of the expedition; but I ſhall reſerve this for 


the ſubject of another letter, ſhould i it be neceſ- 
PI to purſue it, 


As I have profeſſed to give you a plain and 
conciſe narrative of the facts, I will not diſ- 
credit the meaſure, to which they all bear a 
common relation, by any comment upon them, 
truſting to your good ſenſe *, and to the zeal 


which you have hitherto ſo ee exerted 


* Mr. Haſtings did not think it ſafe to truſt entirely to 
Sir Eyre Coote's good ſenſe on this occaſion, Wh 


for - 


© 


for the aggrandizement of the Britiſh dominions 
in India, for my beſt ſecurity againſt any at- 


tempts which may have been made to influ- 


eue your judgement againſt it, 


I have the 23 to be, ö 
With much 0 , 
DEAR Sin, f 
| Your moſt obedient, 


Faithful ſervant, 


| (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
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Extract of a Letter from Mr. HasTinGs to Sir 
THoMas RUMBOLD, dated Fort William, 


28th July 1779. 


Ir I have not been ſo communicative of the 
views and meaſures of this Government, ſince 


my letter of the 25th of February, it is owing 
to the want of materials. The miſerable end 
of the ill- projected enterpriſe of the Preſidency 
of Bombay has blaſted all the hopes of this 
Government, and left us no reſource, but in the 
offer of peace on honourable terms. This we in- 
truſted to Colonel Goddard on the firſt news 
of the convention of Wargawm in. April laſt, 
empowering him to confirm the treaty of Poo- 
rundur, provided the Miniſters would make a 
formal renunciation of the. rights, which they 
ſuppoſed themſelves to derive from the con- 
vention of Wargawm, and engage never to 
admit the French either on the footing of trade 
or alliance into their dominions. On the 14th 
of June we ſent him other inſtructions, chiefly 
relating to the meaſures which we thought 
proper to be purſued, in the event of a war. 
Of theſe I will ſend you a copy, and as ſoon 

as it is determined what new line of conduct 
- =p 


1 23 J 
we ſhall follow. on the occaſion of Ragoli' 


eſcape to our camp, I will give you immediate 


advice of it. I think it moſt probable that 
the Miniſters will be glad , to yield to any 
terms, rather than riſque another war in the 
preſent diſtracted ſtate of their affairs, and the 
unequal conteſt they have to ſuſtain with the 
ſingle power of Hyder. I have conformed to 
what I believe will be the general wiſh, in 
giving my ſupport to the plan of a peaceable 

accommodation, I own, againſt my own feelings, 
and wiſhes, and the knowledge which I think 


I poſſeſs of the conſequences which our influ- 


ence will ſuffer in India, if we do not, by ſome 
ſignal act, retrieve the diſgrace which our arms 


have ſuffered by the miſconduct of the late g 


expedition from Bombay. The whole Indian 
world judges as your friend Dowla judges, 
that our miſcarriage was not owing to miſcon- 
duct or timidity, but to the inequality of our 
infantry to their numerous cavalry. I Hall not 
in my Heart beſorry, if they force us into a ſitu- 
ation, which may afford us the occaſion of re- 
futing this opinion, which I am certain will 
be the caſe, if our forces are properly employed 
and well conducted. We ſhall apply to 
you for your affiſtance, and immediately. We 


ſhall alſo een General Goddard with re- 


inforcements 
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inforcements from our own eſtabliſhments, and 


poſſeſs great political reſources, if we are called 
pf to employ them: 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


WARREN HASTINGS. 


Note. * In this letter Mr. Haſtings declares 
& that no reſource was left him but in the offer 
& of peace ;—yet the offer was againſt his own 
« feelings and wiſhes, and he ſhould not, in bis 
& heart, be ſorry that the offer was 9 
* by the Mahrattas.“ 
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Copy of a Leiter from Sir ExRR Coors to Sir 
Tromas RUMBOLD; dated LATIN; 27th 
January 1780. 


Mx DEAR SIR THoMAs, 


turning to Europe as ſoorr as poſſible, yet I 
cannot but lament the neceffity you are under 


of doing ſo, both on behalf of the public and 


myſelf. 


/ 


I agree with you entirely as to what our 
conduct ought to be in reſpect to the Mahrat- 
tas, and have, in the ſtrongeſt terms, both to 
Goddard and at the Board, urged the expe- 
diency, nay the neceſſity of concluding a peace 


with them, if it could be done upon terms 
worthy of us; and I am now more convinced 


than ever, that it might have been properly 
effected had not Mr. Haſtings's correſpondence 
with Goddard ſpoke a very different language ; 
and with what view this additional weight 1s 
brought upon our ſhoulders, while affairs wear 
fo threatning an aſpect at home, I own I can- 
not divine; but fo it is, and we now breathe 
nothing but hoſtilities againſt all the great pow- 
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ers in India, who will certainly be ſupported 
by the French, and very poſſibly by the Spa- 


niards alſo. What condition we are in to war- 


rant ſuch proceedings, you may judge, when 
J aſſure you our treaſury is ſo exhauſted that 
we ſhall ſoon be obliged to take up money to 
anſwer the common exigencies of Government; 
and the country already ſo plundered and i im- 
poveriſhed, that the revenues are ſunk nearly 


one half, and that collected with the greateſt 


difficulty. 


Whatever gloſs the Board, in its correſpon- 
dence with the people at home, may put upon 
theſe matters, aſſure yourſelf ſuch is the true 
ſtate of the cale. 


| I have already informed you of my having 
told Mr. Haſtings, upon my arrival here, that I 
would certainly give my ſupport to Government 
as long as his meaſures were ſuch as I could 
Join in; and, while I continued upon the ſpot, he 
was held within proper bounds, by the conviction 
he felt that his credit and conſequence could 
not exiſt without i it. But no ſooner did I quit 
the Preſidency to attend to the buſineſs of 
my own particular department, which it was 
" abſolutely neceſſary to dot in theſe diſtant ſta- 


tions 


of 3 „ 
tions his be has broke out into the moſt wanto? 
exertions of power againſt the public good, and 
tries every means, by priyate infinuations and 
letters through third hands, to lower my coti- 
ſequence among the country powers here, and 
embroil me with the army. In proof of the 
firſt, I encloſe you a treaty * he has entered 
into with a man ſo inſignificant, as to render 
the terms in which it is clothed ſcandalous 
for ſuch a nation as ourſelves to condeſcend 
to, together with my letter to the Board and 
proteſt againſt it, as well as private letters 
upon the ſubject. The proteſt and letter are 
withheld from the Board + under pretence, 
you fee, of conciliating matters, and the terms 
required from me, are to drop my objections, 
which are made from conviction and feeling 
for the public ſervice. As it could not be ex- 
pected ſuch a point was to be gained from me, 
I conclude other purpoſes are to be ſerved by 
it; one perhaps may be the diſpatch of the 
ſhips without having my diſſent appear upon 
the proceedings; and another, I am aſſured, 
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* Ranna of Gohud. i 
They were not laid before the Board until the 14th re- f 


bruary 1780. Vide FROG: + to r Hætli Report of Secret | 
Committee, No. 239. 
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is the idea of getting over Meſſrs. Francis and 


Wheler, but more eſpecially the latter, fot 
which purpoſe overtures have, I am told, been 
made, and lures held out, which might not 
ſucceed ſo well, if my diſſent from this mea- 
ſure of Government was previouſly known. 


If this plan ſucceeds, and the ſame princi- 


ples of Government ſubſiſt, you ſee what muſt. 


be my fituation, how totally uſeleſs to the pur- 
poſes which I came out to ſerve, and how vex- 
atious to myſelf. Beſides the anxiety and un- 
eafineſs I ſuffer from zbeſe ruinous public, and 


jeſuitical private proceedings, at à time, when 


nothing but unanimity can fave us from the 
evils we have brought upon ourſelves, 1 have 
alſo another ſerious matter of complaint againſt 
thoſe, who ought to have ſupported me from 
home, fince both Miniſter and the Directors 
have failed in the promiſe made me that I 
ſhould be placed in my proper ſeat at the 
Board the very firſt time any India matters 
were brought before the Houſe. Lord North 
aſſured me it ſhould be done, and the Chair- 
man pledged himſelf to ſee it performed; and, 
without a confidence in thoſe declarations 1 
moſt certainly had not come out ; yet a bill 
for prolonging the term of the act has paſſed 
without any notice being taken of it. 
| Fn: I con- 


= 


9 29 } 
I confidered this as ſo eſſential a point, that 
I even repreſented to His Majeſty the i impro- 
priety there would be in my fitting as youngeſt 
of the Board, when holding the rank I did in 
his ſervice, and poſſeſſing his commiſſion as 
Commander in Chief; and that as no example | 
of the kind had yet been ſeen, it would be 
very extraordinary if the firſt inſtance of it 
ſhould fall upon a man who was alſo the firſt 
to hold ſuch powers from himſelf in India. 


The long experience I have had of your 
friendſhip induces me thus to trouble you with 
my affairs; and, in conſequence of your very 
kind offers of ſervice, I ſhall requeſt the fa- 
vour of you to repreſent. theſe circumſtances, 
and my ſituation in conſequence of them, to 
the Miniſter, and to employ the reaſons I have 
given you for deſiring it in forwarding the re- 
cal, for which I mean to write by this op- 
portunity. You will alſo be ſo good, when 


„5 „ % * % „ # # ©  # WIS 

„ » 0% tm „ . 

n n W 2% 29 W 06 
| * 


+0 + ® % W ©. 
and as I make no doubt he will, from this 


"opening, have the goodneſs to give you an op- 
portunity of entering farther into the ſubject, 
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you will then take the trouble of enlarging 
| upon it, and explain- to him the inſuperable 
þ3 difficulties I muſt meet with when thus op- 


be. poſed here, and unattended to from home, 
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in carrying on ſervice, and fulfilling the du- 
ties expected from me — a character at ſtake, 
and, in that, what is equally valuable to me, 


* 


(as 3 


I have wrote to Mr. Purling, and ſhall in- 


cloſe it, together with my letter to the Secre- 


tary at War, in this packet ; but, as time will 
not allow me to do more, I muſt refer Sir W. 
James to you for information; and J leave it 
to your diſcretion to make any uſe you may 
think adviſable cf the contents of this letter. 


From what I have laid before you, it will 
fully appear that my fituation here is likely to 
become every day more critical, I am ſure 


you will readily lend your aſſiſtance to lefſening 


ſome part of my difficulties, which may be 
done by diſpatching, as ſoon as poſſible, that 
part of Lord M' Leod's regiment which I have 
already wrote for; and I truſt you will. be able 
to have them embarked before your departure. 


Aſſure yourſelf, my dear Sir, of my beſt 
ſervices to the two friends you recommend. 
As to Tom Law, he really needs no advocate 
hut himſelf. Mr. Richardſon I am not much 


acquainted with; but, reſt ſatisfied, I will pro- 


mote his intereſt as far as lies in my power. 


Lady Coote joins me in ſincerely wiſhing to 
Lady Rumbold and yourſelf a proſperous voy- 
age 
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age and fafe arrival in England; and may you 
ſoon recover the health you have loſt, 


Believe me to be, 
With very fincere eſteem, 


My dear Sir ThoMAs's 


Affectionate Friend and 


wo 
y RS — 3 
* * 


Obdedient humble Servant, 


EYRE COO TE. 
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Copy of a Letter from Sir ExRE Coorx, K. B. 
to Mr. HasTINGs, dated A 1975 
December 1779. 


| ns” 


I THIS moment have received your letter 
of the gth.— It is true that two days ago I had 


an intimation given me that Captain Palmer, 


your Aid de Camp, was coming. up here in a 
public capacity, which I could not poſſibly give 
credit to; not only becauſe your letter, inclo- 
ſing the draft of the propoſed treaty with Go- 
hud, did not mention it, but that I could not 
ſuppoſe, while I was ſo near the ſpot to effect 
or affiſt any public meaſure, any other channel 
for its accompliſhment could be thought of : 
and there are many gentlemen of reſpeQable 
characters here, who could equally well have 
been diſpatched to have the treaty ratified. | 


The carrying through a meaſure in this 
manner, by means of what is in fact a private 


agent, whatever gloſs may be put upon the 
matter, while a member of the Board ſtands 
in the ſituation I do here, deſtroys not only the 
conſequence and dignity which ought to attend 
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every pledge given of public faith, but, with 


it, all appearances of co-operation between us: 


9 and the country powers, as well as our own 
i community, naturally led to judge from out- 


ward marks, and not ſeeing any neceſſity why 
à gentleman from your family ſhould travel the 
BY diſtance between Calcutta and Gohud merely 
| for ſuch a purpoſe, are not ſcrupulous to give 
him an object which, I dare ſay, you little 
meant he ſhould come under the fuſpicion of *. 


þ 

{ 

; 

4 

; In!n reſpect to the treaty itſelf, I have ſtrong 
objections to ſome parts of it; and when I re- 


1 ceive it officially from the Board, which I have 
1 a right to expect very ſoon, I ſhall offer them 

io my remarks upon it; but till then it muſt reſt, 

74 as I do not care to take it up from the copy 

. which you have obligingly ſent me. 

4 I am, 

i c 

„ My dear Six, A 

* 8 Your very faithful and 

i obedient humble Servant, 

i ” 

. ; (Signed) EYRE COOTE. 

5 | 
Jia. To watch Sir Eyre Cootr. 


TER TE 
Den — 
= = rag 7 
— on 


, 
- 5 - Copy 


{ws} 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. HASTINGs 't0 Si. 
Ex RE Coorz, K. B. dated Fort William, 


29% December J 779. 


DAR Sin, | 


I RECEIVED, by beende poſt, your 


letter of the 19th. 


It is to be regretted that you ſuffered the re- 


ports of others to influence your judgement 
and determine your reſolutions, before you had 
given me the opportunity, which J ſolicited, 
of explaining to you the deſign of Captain 
Palmer's deputation; becauſe you would have 
known that it had no relation to any ſubject 
which could poſſibly affect your conſequence, 
or afford you the moſt diſtant cauſe of offence. 
But I fear that you have taken your decided 
line from the firſt impreſſion, and muſt. of 


courſe, juſtify and abide by it, The conclu- 


ſion of your letter too ſtrongly indicates this, 
and is, in effect, a plain declaration of hoſti- 
lity. What my perſonal feelings have been on 
this occaſion I will not mention: theſe have 
ſubſided, and given place to very different fen- 
{ations in the proſpect I behald, of a looſe, 
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1 
divided, and diſtracted Government, aſſailed at 


the ſame time by dangers which require the 
utmoſt exertion of all its powers to repel — 


which is utterly impracticable while thoſe in 


whoſe hands they are placed want mutual con- 
fidence, and r mm in mutual oppo- 
Sion +7 : 


It may be too late to hope for any good 
effect from an explanation; yet thus far I ſhall 
endeavgur to remove the grounds of your ob- 
jections, by aſſuring you that the real defign 
of Captain Palmer's commiſſion is totally un- 


connected with the treaty with the Ranna of Gohud, 


and with his intereſts, and could only be exe- 
cuted by myſelf, or by an agent fully and inti- 


mately inſtructed both in my views and in all 


the circumſtances on which I ground my ex- 
pectation of their accompliſhment, — As to the 
form of interchanging the written deed of the 
treaty, I think I before told you, that this was 
no object: in effet, a common chubdar, or even 
a cofſid, might have been inftructed with ſo trivial 
a ceremonial. But whatever were the object, it 
was as little in your power to give your perſonal 
attention to it as it was in mine. The difference 
between our reſpective diſtances from the oſten- 
ſible ſcene of the commiſſion makes no altera- 
tion either in the right of official juriſdiction 


O 


E 

or in the propriety of my delegating a truſt of 
this kind. I did underſtand that you looked 
for no other employment but that which your 
military charge, a very weighty one, afforded 
you, nor any political influence beyond the 
Nabob of Oud, which, from its connection 
with your immediate department, may be con- 
ſidered as neceſſary in a great degree to the ſup- 
port of your credit and authority 1 in it, I have 
promiſed to ſupport you to the utmoſt of my 
power in the poſſeſſion and exerciſe of both. 
I have moſt faithfully performed that promiſe, 
not only by my voice at the Board, but by my 
perſonal authority, wherever I have had any call 
to employ it, and by public declarations of my $ 
reſolution to the ſame effect. — You have alſo _ 9 
given me your promiſe and frequent repetitions = 
of it, that you will ſupport my authority. The 
political department is moſt eſpecially and moſt 
eſſentially mine, If you deny me this, what 
is my department, or what is that authority 
to which you 1 5 promiſed Your ſupport : ? 


[ 


If, in the cooler moments of reflection, you x 
ſhall have allowed your reaſon or friendſhip to 
dictate a more temperate conduct than that 
which your letter portends, we may yet unite 
our endeavours with effect for the public ſer- 
yice, which is my only motive in | this letter : | 


if 
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1 
if not, I have the teſtimony of my own con- 
ſcience to acquit me of all blame for the con- 
ſequences. 5 


Captain Palmer has my orders to attend you 
in his route, to ſhew you my inſtructions, and to 
receive any additions which you may think it 
proper to give to him, As I hope he will ſoon 
perform this part of his commiſſion, I think it 
unneceſſary to ſay more concerning it, eſpecially 
fiace you have made it neceſſary. to explain it 
more particularly than I had intended, or than 
could be done by letter, | 


I haye ſaid that the real deſign of 33 
Palmer's deputation was totally foreign from the 
treaty lately concluded with the Raung of Gobud; 
and you will underſtand the expreſſion to imply 
that this deſign was but one, It was indeed 
firſt ſuggeſted by an application from the 
Ranna' s Miniſter, that a perſon might be de- 
puted to ſee the Ranna ratify the treaty, and 
(as he ſaid) to view the ſtate of the Ranna and 
of his country. I accepted the propoſal, in- 
tending to apply it to a better purpoſe, which 
I had before in contemplation but J had alſo 
another, though ſecondary, view in it, which 
was to prevent what I had ſome time foreſeen 
or ſuſpected, the effect of ow_ incendiary ar- 

tifices 


E 
tifices which may have been practiſed to diſ- 
unite us. Something like this 1 intimated 1 in 
(I believe) my laſt letter. 


I cannot conclude this letter without expreſ- 


fing my ſurpriſe 'at one ſuggeſtion in yours, 


which as ill agrees with your profeſſions of the 
eſteem in which you held my character as it was 
moſt injurious to it. — You can have had no 
ground for ſuch an imputation in any paſt in- 
ſtance of my conduct, and ought to have re- 
ſented the attempt in any one to fix it on me. 
(I ſhould have thought this due to you in the 
like caſe.) —I muſt add, that, were I myſelf 
capable of making a mercenary bargain for the 
ſale of the Company's alliance, I have too high 
an opinion of Captain Palmer's honour to have 
tempted him to become the inſtrument of 10 
baſe a traffic. 


I have the honour to be, 
DAR SIR, 
Your moſt obedient and 


Moſt humble Servant, 


(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
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Note. Enxira?? of Paget Secret hee of 
"al | 61h December 1779. 


& Reſolved, That a perſon be deputed, ori 


| e the part of this Government, to the Ranna 
9 cc of Gohud, for the purpoſe of ſeeing the treaty | 
"1 | ce executed, and for exchanging the ratifica- 

| & tions. 


&© Governor General. I move that Captain 
6 Palmer, my Military Secretary, may be de- 
& puted to interchange the treaties with the 
« Ranna of Gohud, according to the propoſal 
& of the Miniſter entered i in the former part of 
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& this day's conſultation.” | 
| Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Mr. Hike to Kr 
Eyre Coors, K. B. dated Fort William, 


34 January, 1780. 


DEAR Ws. 


YOUR letter to EO Board, with your pro- 
teſt againſt the treaty lately concluded with the 
Nanna of Gohud, is arrived. Mr. Barwell has 
of it until he ſhall have written to you himſelf, 
and received your anſwer and final reſolution 
concerning it. His motives I applaud, as no 
leſs becoming in his public character, than ex- 
preſſive of the zeal and ſteadineſs which influ» 
_ ence his friendſhips ; and I yield to him without 
reluctance, from a conviction, that the: end 
propoſed by the delay will completely juſtify 
me apainſt any objections of its irregularity. I 
ſhall forbear to ſay any thing concerning the 
occaſion of this intervention, as Mr. Barwell 
has undertaken ir, and ſhall refer you for a 
more effectual and equally genuine information 
of my ſentiments to his letter. In the mean 
r, your Public letter thall temain in his 
n n e 8 e bands 


[ 42 ] 
hands, to be diſpoſed of as you ſhall think it 
proper to direct. 


'F have the bonour to be, 
Dx ax Stn, | 
' Your moſt obedient 
And hurgble ſervatir, _ 
(Signed) — WARREN HASTINGS. | 


Coy of 4 Letter from Ar. BARw ETI 25 Sir 
ExVRE Coorx, KX. B. dated Calcutta, 30 
L 19 5 


Dran rx Enz, 


TH E oecalion will, I hope, 8 FR, let 
whatever may prove the.reſult. I was fick and 


kept my houſe when your letter of the 214k 


arrived; Ino ſooner read it than I invited the 
Governor to call upon me, in order if poſſible 
to prevent, if it was in my power, the conſe- 
quences which I dreaded might flow from it. 
1 began the erben by e eee to him 
. ths 


L 43 J 
the miſtake under which L conceived” your re- 
ſentment had been excited, and then” ightly 
touching on the cafyes' which might have con- 
duced to it, I dwelt long and pointedly on the 
great weight and reſponſibility your military 
command and rank in the government gave 
you: the right you had to participate in every 
meaſure; the reſpe&, caution, and delicacy, 
with which you. ſhould he treated; and con- 
cluded my diſcqurſe (an hour long) with a 


peremptory demand to keep your letter in my 


poſſeſſion, and to uſe my endegygurs to conci- 
late a breach likely to prove irreparable if not 
immediately healed:; that as I was neither de- 
terred by the warmth of your temper, nor by 
the decided manner in which your diffatisfacs 
tion had been expreſſed; he muſt giye me 
leave to hope, and ta act from that hope. 


The obſtacle I found moſt difficult to remoye 


was, the idea, that he might be charged with 
interrupting your correſpandence with the 
Board: I cqmbated' this by obſerving, that the 
blame, if any, was mine; that J ſhauld” not 
ſcrpple to ayow it, It was my part, if I cauld, 


to prevent a diviſion between yau, &c. &c. 1 


muſt, in juſtice to Mr. H. inform yau he not 
only, at my inſtance, readily lets, your letter and 
. minute 
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minute to my keeping, but expreſſed himſelf 
in the warmeſt and tendereſt manner. He had 


ſought your friendſhip, he ſaid, and he would 
not by any act of his break the connection: he 
ſhould be happy to ſtrengthen it, and wiſhed 


me ſucceſs; and this with ſuch expreſſions, as 
to convince me he ſpoke without reſerve, and 


felt my anxiety, at the inſtant he gave me his 
permiſſion to do what I might think proper in 
an affair ſo delicate and perplexing. I would 
willingly enter into the ſubject with more free- 
dom, if I conceived it would anſwer any good 
; purpoſe ; but, until I am ſatisfied by your con- 
ſideration ſhewn to the requeſt I am about to 
make (that you can place a dependence on my 
motive atid principle of action) I ſhall confine 
myſelf to my immediate object in addreſſing 
you, without pretending to judge between you. 
I aſk it of you as a favour, to moderate your 
warmth ; to forget the cauſe, whether real or 
ſuppoſitious, that excites it; and to allow me 
to aſſure Mr. H. I have ptevailed, and that 
you have conſigned all to oblivion, by em- 
powering me to return your letter, and to give 
him this farther teſt of your diſpoſition to pre- 
ſerve a connection, which on his part muſt be 
e well ee 


4. . 3 I need 


LT 

I need not aſſure you of my unremitted 
endeavours — the public ſervice as well as per- 
ſonal ties equally and ſtrongly influence me — 
If they are fruitleſs, I can only lament the per- 
ſecution of fortune, in fixing me to a perpetual 
ſcene of conteſt, and lament the diviſion which 
now unhappily deprives me of every proſpect 
of union in our councils. Upon the receipt of 
your anſwer all my hopes depend, 


4 am, 
My dear Sir 
Yau: friend 


And v very humble ſervant, 


| (Signed) RICH? BARWELL, 
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Loa of a Letter * Sir Erg Coorz fe Mr, 
HasTINGS, dated Lucknow, 10th January, 
1780. 


DEAR SIR 
N 1 & HAVE juſt received your letter of: the 
1 29th, and do aſſure you, that the idea of a di- 
oi vided and enfeebled Government, at a juncture 
1 when every nefve ſhould be ſtrained for the 
x public ſervice, gives me all the painful feelings 
Wi which you can poſibly have experienced your- 
:M ſelf. 
* I do moſt ſolemnly geclare, that J have not, 
ö [ | in any one inſtance, deviated from the promiſe 
1 1 J gave of ſupporting you in every meaſure 
9 | which appeared to me to be beneficial to our 
4 | employers. I defired yours upon no other 
nf terms for myſelf; and you may recollect, that, 
0 | in iel to inſure ſuch a conciliation of opinion | 
48 as might beſt enable us to carry through the 
# ; operations of Government, we judged it expe- 
* dient to give mutual information of every in- 
i tended plan or propoſition previous to its com- 
? 1 ing before the Board. Had this been attended 
* [ do in the inſtance before us, by ſending to me the 
5 treaty with the Ranna of Gone, as it 18 now 
JH worded, 
" 


(4 ] 

worded, before it was produced at the Board, 
you may depend upon it I ſhould have made to 
you every objection in confidence; which, much 
to my concern; I was under the neceſſity of of- 
fering publicly, in order to clear myſelf of a 
meafure which I felt to be deſtructive in many 
ways, to our national intereſt and honour.— I ſay 
the treaty as it is now worded ; for though in 
fubſtance it teſembles the firſt paper you com- 
municated to me, yet the terms in which it is 
clothed alter and extend every article in ſuch a 
manner, that I no longer ſee in it the ſame ob- 
ject. The point was not of ſuch great import- 
ance as to have fuffered any prejudice by this 
ſhort delay in its execution; and it would have 
anſwered the farther good purpoſe of enabling 
me to inform you from the ſpot, that you had 
been deceived as well as myſelf in the ideas we 
had been led to form of the conſequence, re- 


venues, ftrength, and ſituation of the Ranna 
and his territories, 1 2 


In reſpeck to Captain Palmer's deputation, as 
the oſtenſible reaſon given for it is the ratifica- 
tion of the public faith, I muſt ſtill feel, that it 
ought to have gone through a member of the 
Board, ſituated where, and as I am at preſent. 
The private commiſſion he is charged with I 
can be no judge of, becauſe I am unacquainted 
with 
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with it; though, when you firſt mentioned the 
character in which he was to appear, you aſ- 
ſured me I ſhould receive from you the full in- 
formation in another letter. Such a proper and 
well-timed confidence concerning Captain Pal- 
mer's real miſſion, and the gloſs intended to be 
thrown over it, would have put it in my power 
to repreſent to you the impropriety of the lat - 
ter in reſpect to myſelf, and to give you at the 
ſame time my ſentiments upon the former. 


I cannot leave this ſubje& without exculpa- 


ting myſelf from the idea you have formed in 


conſequence of an expreſſion in my letter. Be 
aſſured, Sir, the attributing to you à mercenary 
motive was the fartheſt thing in the world from 
my thoughts: but, ſeeing the little confidence 
ſhewn me in regard to thoſe tranſactions, I con- 
feſs I could not help ſuppoſing it poſſible, hat 


the obſervation of what paſſed here might be one 


point in vVIew. 


I ſhall not enter into a diſcufũũon of the rights 
affixed to our ſeveral departments; ſuffice it 
that I know what belongs to me, both in my 
military. capacity, and as a member of the. 
Board; and that I neither with nor mean tal 
advance a ſtep beyond the ſtricteſt limits of 
either. ks 3o.ophr? oi, 


* 


And 


* 
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And allow me again to repeat, that 1 ſtill 
continue, as ſurely you have found me hithertoz 
moſt ready to ſupport every meaſure of Go- 
vernment, which, according to my ideas, I can 
ſupport with propriety to the public and my- 
ſelf; that it is my ſincere wiſh and deſire to pre- 
ſerve the reciprocal confidence which I be. 
lieved our concern for the good of the ſervice 
had ſo eſtabliſhed between us, that my abſence 
from the Board could not poſſibly have leſſened 
it; and that I have, on my part, in every tranſ- 
action, both here and elſewhere, moſt exactly 
and pointedly adhered to it, by giving, on all 
 occafions, every degree of ſupport ant conſe- 
quence to your authority and character. Op- 
poſition from me, as I think I have often aſfured 
you, is to meaſures and not to men. 


Whether to avow theſe principles, and to at 
from them, portends hoſtile intentions, I leave 
you to judge; and let your candour alſo deter- 
mine, whether the ſame proceedings, on your 
part, would not have ſpared us all trouble, but 
that of attending to the exigencies of our pre- 
ſent critical ſituation, and endeavouring to pre- 

ſerve uninjured the important ſtake committed 
to our charge. 


H | 1 mean 


„ 


Mt! I mean to ſet off to-morrow for Futty or, 
wlll and other ſtations; and am, 


5 | Tov Sir, 
1 | Your moſt obedient 
Humble ſervant, 


M | (Signed) EYRE COOTE, 


Copy of a Letter from Sir EY RE Coorz to Mr. 
mp BARWELL at Calcutta, dated Futty Ghur, 
. i 17th January, 1780. 
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My Dax Sin, 


I HAVE juſt received your letter of the 
3d inſtant, as well as one of the ſame date, 


tt from Mr. Haſtings; to which my letter of 
þ the 10th will, I hope, have proved a ſuffi- 
cient 


E 
dient anſwer, and no doubt he will have ſhewn 
it you. 


In full reply to the different points you ſtate, 
I moſt ſolemnly declare that my proteſt pro- 
ceeded from enmity to no man; that it aroſe, 
from no perſonal pique whatever; and that, fo 
far from warmth, it was dictated by my cooleſt 
determination, unconnected with any party or 
diſcordant views, but ſolely to juſtify myſelf 
in my conduct upon a meaſure that F cannot 
Join in, without giving up the military truſt re- 
poſed in me: and in proof of this, if the treaty 
is altered into ſuch a ſhape that I can ſubſcribe 
to, as explained in my laſt minute, my proteſt 
ſhall fall with that amendment : and I flatter 
myſelf that my objections to it muſt appear ſo 
forcible, that there can be little difficulty in this 
buſineſs ; in which idea I am more confirmed 
by your withholding my letter, &c. from the 
Board. 


As to Mr. Haſtings ſeeking my friendſhip, 
he did not ſeek it in vain. This is proved both 
by my conduct towards him here, and my repre- 
ſentations home: how far it is worth his while to 
retain it, he is the beſt judge: but you muſt 
- concur with me in opinion, that no friendſhip 
whatever ought to debar me from ſelf-juſti- 


H.z fication, 


5 


fication, when my duty appears to 


for it. 


\ 


us 


— 
— 
2 
E 


I am, 


ir, 


M 


y dear S 


Your very fincere and 


Obedient, humble ſervant, 


? 


EYRE COOTE. 
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- Copy of a Letter from Mr. HasTINGs to Lord 
MACARTNEY, on the River Ganges, near 


Buglepore, dated 23d July, 1781. 
Ricur HoxouRABLE Lord MACARTNEY.. 
Mx Lov, 


I N the letter which I have already had the 
honour to addreſs to your Lordſhip, I expreſſed 
my regret that I had not known of your appoint- 
ment in time to have furniſhed you with expla- 
nations on ſome particular points, of which I 
expect that an advantage will have been taken 
to prejudice your mind with injurious and dan- 
gerous opinions of the deſigns of this Govern- 
ment with relation to yours. From the candour 
which your Lordſhip appears to poſſeſs, I have 
no doubt that I ſhould have found it an eaſy 
point to ſatisfy you of the propriety and fair- 
neſs of our acts, and even of their neceſlity 3 
but as it has happened, you will have taken 
your line; and any thing which I can write 
upon paſt ſubjects may arrive too late to pro- 

duce their effects. I feel the diſcouragement of 
this reflection, but ſhall not yield to it, truſting 
i that 


F 6 } 


that you will have had the caution, under what- 
ever impreſſion, to avoid ſo decided a conduct 
as may diſable you from yielding to the influ- 
ence of better information, or (which I rather 
expect) that you will have at once reſolved to 


adopt our principles, and heartily to ſupport 


and carry the meaſures formed upon them into 


effect. 


Let me premiſe that our Government has a 
weight of buſineſs of its own already as great 
as it can ſuſtain, and a reſponſibility ſufficiently 
hazardous and delicate in itſelf to make it dread 


any addition to it; and, my Lord, I fancy that 


you have found the affairs of the Carnatic in a 
ſtate which could afford little temptation to us, 

were we ever ſo vacant of employment, to aſſume 
a participation in the conduct and events of its 
adminiſtration. This may ſerve for a general 
proof, that it was not from choice that we have, 
in any inſtance, interfered in the concerns of that 
province, or of your preſidency, I defire your 


Lordſhip to look back on the tranſactions of the 


laſt twelvemonth, and weigh, by your own judge. 


ment, the many things that we have done for the 


relief and preſervation of Fort St. George. 
That, which was undeniably good, has been ac- 
cepted as a rightful claim; the reſt, as I am 
told, either treated with derifion, or reſented as 

injurious, 
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injurious. I allude particularly to the treaty 
propoſed with the Dutch, a meaſure extorted by 
the cries of deſpair, and judged in the elation 
of a ſudden return of ſucceſs ; and to the agree- 
ment lately concluded with the Nabob Waula 


Jaw. To this I ſhall confine the ſequel of this 
letter. 


The letters from the Prefident and Select 
Committee of Fort St. George, from the be- 
ginning of the war with Hyder, have invariably 
repreſented the reſources of the Carnatic as loſt 
beyond all hope to them, either from the Na- 
bob's inability to collect them, or his determi- 
nation to withhold them. We expreſſed it as 
our firm opinion, that every rupee of the Car- | 
natic ought to be primarily and exclufively ap- 
plied to its defence; that, as our force alone 
maintained it, we had a right to demand aſſign- 
ments of the whole revenue, and even to take it 
if refuſed. ' In the mean time they had made 
the demand, and the Nabob had refuſed it; but 
the demand and refuſal were in one inſtance ſo 
myſterious that we could not comprehend the 
latent cauſes of either. The Circars of Rigole, 
&c, had been aſſigned to the Nabob's private 
creditors ; but as they had gained nothing by 
the aſſignment, they propoſed to transfer it to 
the Company, on the condition that credit 

ſhould | 
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ſhould be given them in the Company's name 
for the receipts; that theſe might be employed 
in the mean time for the expences of the war. 
The Committee demanded the aſſignment, but 


took no notice of the condition, and the Nabob 
naturally refuſed it, becauſe he had already 


granted it to his creditors; and with this ſtate of 
the caſe, both parties referred it to us; the cre- 


ditors remonſtrating againſt the mode in which 
the demand was made, as ſubjecting the Nabob 
to a rejection of it, by which all parties muſt 
be loſers; and the Committee ſtating it as a 
confirmed proof of the Nabob's diſaffection. 


At the ſame time the Nabob's Dewan, Ahſam 
Cawn, and Mr. Richard Sulivan, arrived in Cal- 
cutta, charged with a ſpecial commiſſion from 
the Nabob to conclude a treaty with this Govern- 
ment ; of which the firſt condition, and the firſt 
apparent object of their deputation, was, that 
we would accept an aſſignment of his revenues, 


and employ them on the public ſervice ; and 


this condition was not offered for -our' benefit, 
but ſolicited, as if his intereſt alone was likely 
to be promoted by our aſſent to it. 


This was the foundation of the agreement; 
and as it promiſed a moſt ſeaſonable relief to 
the Carnatic, which we could not eaſily afford, 

having, 


t 


having already exhauſted both cur reſources 
and credit in that and other emergent occaſions 
of the Company's affairs, we readily and gladly 
accepted the offer, guarding it with ſuch pro- 
viſions as appeared to us neceſſary to prevent its 
being defeated, or perverted to other purpoſes. 
Your Lordſhip will not aſk, why we thought 
our intervention on this occaſion neceſſary, and 
why we did not rather refer the accommoda- 
tion to the Preſidency of Fort St. George, which 
was the regular inſtrument of the Company's 
participation in the' government of the Car- 
natic ? But I will ſuppoſe the queſtion. I might 
properly anſwer it by another, — Why did the 
Company withdraw their confidence from the 
ſame Miniſtry to beſtow it on your Lordſhip ? 
And, after all, what have we done? For others 
every thing, for ourſelves nothing, — unleſs it 
be ſuppoſed that we refcued the Nabob from the 
thraldom, in which he was held by others, to 
exerciſe the ſame lucrative ſpecies of oppreſſion 
on him ourſelves; an imputation which I 
know will be ſuggeſted, and the world will be 
ready to give it credit ; but which I ſhould ab- 
hor myſelf, if I thought that any man who knew 
me would admit but with a moment's heſitation. 
Had I known that a man of your Lordſhip's 
character had been choſen to adminiſter the af- 
fairs of that Government, I believe that I ſhould 

| 1 „ 
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have perſuaded the Nabob to truſt his intereſts 
in your hands, rather than make ſuch a ſepara- 
tion of them from their ancient and more na- 
tural connection; and from the moderation of 
Mr. Wheler's diſpoſition, I think he would have 
agreed with me in that preferable accommoda- 


| | | tion; but as it has been made an act of this Go- 
1 vernment, and its faith pledged in the moſt ſa- 
. | cred manner to the performance of it, it can 
# | neither be revoked nor qualified; and I moſt 
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earneſtly conjure your Lordſhip to give it your 
firm and penny ſupport. 


5 The principal articles of this agreement are 


the 8th, 10th, 11th, and 12th, On theſe h ſhall 


Wi offer a few remarks, 


— g* — _ 
SCE 


To render the mode of collection preſcribed 
in the 8th and 1oth articles effectual, I would 
recommend that the Commiſſioners be allowed 
a commiſſion or percentage, and a liberal one, 


1 1 upon the ſums which they ſhall realize, and no 


fixed appointments. It is the principle which 
we have lately adopted, and have applied to 


ment; and I will venture to anſwer for its com- 
plete ſucceſs, if you will make the trial of it. 
If you truſt to the integrity of thoſe whom you 
charge with the unchecked receipts of lacks, 


and 


nt every great department of aur own Govern- 
þ 
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and allow them ſuch oſtenſible ſalaries as will 
afford them the bare means of ſubſiſtence; they 
will make up the deficiency by ſecret perqui- 
fites, to which no man ever yet ſet due bounds; 
The conſequence is inevitable, eſpecially in 
this remote corner of the world; where men 
muſt look to a competency for their latter days. 
The commiſſion will be an incitement to exer- 
tion, and will be a tie on the honour and fide- 
lity of thoſe who receive it ; for I am perſuaded 
that the generality of the Company's ſervants 
would be better contented with a moderate, but 
ſure, provition by ſuch allowed means, than to 
be let looſe on an unbounded ſcene of plunder, 
which muſt be a ſource of perpetual reproach 
and apprehenfion for the conſequences of detec- 
tion. I beg your Lordſhip to receive this not 
as a light recommendation. It is a favourite 
doctrine, confirmed by many years reflection 
and experienee; although it is but lately that I 


have had it in my power to apply it. I believe 


that the ſame ſentiments will appear recorded 
by myſelf on your conſultations; even at ſo dif: 
tant a period as the year 1771. 


I can ſay little upon the fubjef? of Tanjore, 
for I can hardly allow it the credit of a ſerious ar- 
gument. The meanneſs of our firſt letters digni- 
fied the Rajah with the title of King, and by that 

I 2 | miſnomer, 
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miſnomer, if I may call it ſo, be has coveted all 
the prerogatives of Royalty, though the Nubob, 


his undoubted Sovereign, has been without ſcruple 
treated as a dependant. If theſe ridiculous pre- 


judices are allowed to operate againſt every prin- - 


ciple of juſtice and policy, and (I muſt add) 
of common ſenſe, it is a pity that they could 
not be confined to the ſeaſon of peace and ſecu- 
rity. Surely this is not a time to encourage or 
yield to the delufion — The late Prefident and 
Select Committee informed us, that the Rajah 
had refuſed to contribute a ſtore of grain to the 
ſubſiſtence of the army, for which the Preſident 
had written to him a letter expreſſive of his diſ- 
pleaſure — This is a language ſo remote from 
my conceptions of the actual and abſolute rights 
of your Government, while it is charged with 


the entire defence of the ſtate of which the 


Rajah of Tanjore is a member, and of his de- 
pendance, that I can ſcarce offer an opinion, 
which ſhalt not appear extravagant in the com- 
pariſon— In a word, I think it improper at 
ſuch a time, to leave the Rajah an option to 


_ withhold a grain of his ſtore, or a rupee of his 
treaſure, from the ſervice of the general ſtate; 


and moſt heartily adviſe, that, while that ſer- 
vice, in the preſent deſperate condition of it 
laſts, the whole, with the ſingle reſervation of 
his own perſonal ſubſiſtence, be taken out of 
his 
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his hands in better truſt for the public uſe. 
Theſe are my public and private ſentiments, 
and your Lordſhip is welcome to avail yourſelf 
of them in any manner you pleafe—moſt hear- 
tily do I wiſh that they may be conformable to 
your own. 


The Nabob's debt to individuals is become 
an object of too great magnitude and extent 
to be treated on the principles on which it might 
have been proper to judge it in its com- 
mencement, as it is grown into a kind of na- 
tional property, and the fortunes of ſo many 
are involved in it, that it will force itſelf upon 
the protection of the public, if ſome expedient 
de not found to put the claims of the creditors 
on ſome footing on which they can rely — 
their recovery. 


At the ſame time, if they are allowed to grow 
with the yearly accumulation of the preſent 
intereſt, or even the principal to remain at its 
e e the manifeſt impoſſibility of its 
being ever diſcharged, or even diminiſhed, 
will be a diſcouragement to every attempt to 
effect either. 


It was with an equal regard to theſe united 
conſiderations, that we recommended the plan 
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of adjuſtment and liquidation which is deſcribed 


in the 11th article of the agreement. Mr. 
Richard Sulivan, who. profeſſed to know the 
ſentiments of the creditors, aſſured me, that, 


Inſtead of repining at the retrenchments which 


we have propoſed, they would be thankful for 
the proviſion which was left them, having had 


little ground to hope for any payments. I ex- 


preſs my hopes upon this ſubject with the 
greater confidence of their meeting your judge- 
ment, from a communication which has been 
lately made me by Mr. Stephen Sulivan, of a 
letter written by his father to your Lordſhip, in 


which he recommends a plan for the liquida- 


tion of the Nabob's debt, on exactly the ſame 
principles as that of ours, but differing in the 
application only by the difference, which was 
rendered neceſſary by the alteration made in the 
ſtate of affairs fince his letter was written. 


The reaſon of the 12th article is ſelf evident: 


It may alſo appear unneceſſary; for ſurely the 


paſt experience of the infecurity of the Nabob's 


credit would be ſufficient of itſelf to prevent 


any one hereafter from truſting to it. But this 
will be forgotten when the danger is paſt, and 
even the remedy will be a lure to new adven- 


lurers. 


I ſhall 


TS 1 
1 ſhall not make excuſes for the length of 


this letter. It will coſt your Lordſhip leſs time 
to read it than I have ſpent in writing it; and 


you will receive it as a proof of the value which 


I ſet on your Lordſhip s concurrence in my line 
of thinking, by the pains which I have taken to 
gain it, You will have heard, that I have 
ſubjected myſelf to reproach for the deficiencies 
of my private correſpondence, and as much as 
I wiſh to avoid that imputation with your Lord- 
ſhip, I am afraid that occaſions will happen 
to draw it upon me, and I thus early beſpeak 
your indulgence if ever this ſhall prove the 


caſe. I am at this time happily furniſhed with 


unuſyal leiſure, and have gratified my own in- 
clinations, and performed, I hope, not an un- 


acceptable ſervice to your Lordſhip in this « em- 
ployment of i It, 


I beg leave to conclude this letter and thę 


general ſubject of it, with a recommendation 


of Mr. Richard Sulivan to your protection and 


- countenance ; you will find him deeply and mi- 
nutely informed in the Nabob's affairs; of 
pleaſing manners, and, if you ſhall think it 


proper to make uſe of his ſervices, poſſeſſed 


of honourable and faithful prijciples. 


I left 
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l left Calcutta on the 12th inſtant, and hope 
90 reach Benares by the middle of next month: 

1 mall proceed to Lucknow, and ſhall expect 

to return to Calcutta before the end of October, 

if no very urgent cauſe detains me, which I do 


not de en that e 


1 ſhall continue to write to your Lordihip 


upon other important ſubjets — In the mean 


time I beg that you will bskere me to be Wick 
@ real elteem, 20 „ bi5mn A ett 


55 von. Ry obedient, Ex £25 


4 


$1 6762 13 bY Wk moſt faithful ſervant, I 
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